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Arkansas Delta 



Existing Heritage Tourism  



Dyess Colony 

ASSETS 
!! Agricultural resettlement program of Roosevelt’s New Deal 

!! King Cotton 

!! Floods of 1927 & 1937 

!! The Man in Black,  

     Johnny Cash 



Heritage-based Strategies 

!! Develop tourism destination, utilize Cash connection as draw 

!! Preserve/restore key historic structures 

!! Rehabilitate/reuse other significant structures 

!! Design innovative, immersive & hi-tech interpretive experiences  

!! Conserve/reintroduce native plants & landscapes 

!! Create entrepreneurial opportunities around traditional skills, talents, 
crafts, & local resources  

!! Link to similarly themed visitor experiences in the region 

!! Advocate for smart, strategic planning & local ordinances to sustain and 
encourage investment 



Heritage-based Strategies 

PARTNERS 

!! National Trust for Historic Preservation 

!! Arkansas State University 

!! Arkansas Heritage Sites Program 

!! Delta Center for Economic  
Development 

!! City of Dyess 

!! Mississippi County Economic  Development 
Area 

!! Electric Cooperatives of              
Arkansas 

!! J.R. Cash Family 

!! Sunken Lands Regional               
Chamber of Commerce 



Heritage-based Strategies   

FUNDING 

Traditional 

!! Arkansas Natural & Cultural 
Resources Council 

!! Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program 

!! National Scenic Byways Program 

!! Private donors 

!! Johnny Cash Music Festival 

!! United State Department of 
Agriculture 

Non-Traditional 

!! Arkansas Rural Services 

!! Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas 

!! Arkansas General Assembly 

!! National Campaign Committee & 
Arkansas Advisory Board 

!! Delta Regional Authority 

!! United States Economic 
Development Agency (Department 
of Commerce) 



Holistic Community Revitalization  



Economic Impacts 



Economic Impacts 



Economic Impacts 



Historic Dyess Colony  



Historic Dyess Colony 



Historic Dyess Colony 



BETH WIEDOWER, FIELD DIRECTOR 
ARKANSAS DELTA RURAL HERITAGE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 

NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
870.816.0774 

ELIZABETH_WIEDOWER@NTHP.ORG 
PRESERVATIONNATION.ORG  
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